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A reminder that memberships for 2019 will fall due next 
month and I would encourage our existing members 
to renew their memberships and help us carry out our 
role in preserving and disseminating our local history. I 
would like to thank all of our members for their support 
during the past year.

At our last meeting it was determined that we would 
only offer two Membership options in 2019 – to receive 
the Journal and newsletter unfolded in a large envelope 
for $30 per year, or to pick up from the Museum for 
$20 per year. Whilst this will mean a price increase for 
those who previously received their Journal/Newsletter 
in a small envelope, it means they will now receive 
their Journal unfolded. If you have any concerns, please 
phone, write or email us. 

Our next new publication The Macleay Valley: A 
collection of early history writings edited by Dr Noeline 
Kyle and Dianne Nolan is now on sale and would be 
one of our best yet. It covers a most interesting period 
in our Macleay history, the early to mid 1800’s, and I 
think to have so much of our Society’s writing talent 
concentrated in the one publication makes it a stand out 
work. It is an ideal companion volume to Marie Neill’s 
Valley of the Macleay. 

This book was made possible by a grant from the 
Royal Australian Historical Society, is priced at $20 
and contains the full text on the Journals published 
on John Verge, Annie Baxter, Enoch Rudder, Clement 
Hodgkinson and Dianne Nolan’s Journal on 1852. 
Noeline and Dianne wrote the introduction and Dianne 
added additional material on John Verge.  

Whilst on the subject of books, we have reduced the 
prices on many of the publications in our range. For 
more information, please visit our website or call in to 
the Museum. 

Volunteer Ken Brown has just completed his placement 

with the Australian Museum studying conservation 
techniques. The Society puts a strong emphasis on 
volunteer training and development and was pleased to 
have secured this opportunity for Ken. Ken’s volunteer 
placement was a Create NSW devolved funding 
program, administered by Museums & Galleries of 
NSW on behalf of the NSW Government.

We have a Development Application for the 
Dondingalong Church replica however it is on hold due 
to the recent changes in policy regarding Crown Lands.  

Australian Geographic will feature the Macleay valley 
in its January edition. I was interviewed by journalist 
Peter Meredith as part of the article and given a draft 
to proof read. The article should be very impressive 
when published with photographs in this prestigious 
magazine.

On Monday, 30 July, Richard Mohr and I attended the 
presentation of grant funding to Kempsey-Macleay 
RSL Sub-Branch at the Willawarrin War Memorial by 
the NSW Minister for Veterans affairs, the Hon David 
Elliott. The Willawarrin Memorial has 120 names of 
servicemen and women from World Wars 1 and 2 and 
will be replicated on a new base secure from damage 
by tree roots and moisture. I have updated the entry for 
it on the Register of War Memorials of NSW to enable 
some corrections to be made. 

The SES have asked us about participating in the 70th 
Anniversary of the 1949 flood next year. We have 
begun to collect more stories and photographs, if you 
can assist please contact us.

Dianne Macdonald has contacted all aged care 
facilities on the Macleay regarding our Oral History 
project and has collected some interesting and valuable 
information.

I take this opportunity to wish all our members and 
volunteers a safe happy festive season.

Phil Lee

Presidents Report
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From September to November we received 36 requests 
for research.

Family names included: Looney/Lowney, Considine, 
Noonan, Borger, Cassin, McPhillips, Fletcher, Martin, 
Pastor Philip Rudge, Constable John Reynolds, Dodds, 
O’Leary, Keneally, Joshua Lee, Brest, Nalder, Rudder, 
Leth, Ferrier, Lawrence and Stubbs. 

Topics included: Valley of the Macleay Tourist 
publications of the 1980’s, Great Britain Rugby League 
team visit, TANK FM radio start date and the West 
Kempsey ferry.

Locations included; 53 Ocean Avenue Stuarts Point, 
street naming off Beranghi Road, Limestone kilns at 
Pipers Creek, 2 Herbourne Avenue East Kempsey, 

There was a recent report on ABC radio relating to 
the murals and paintings of Pixie O’Harris in public 
hospitals. The Taree Hospital has unearthed some 
beautiful paintings that have been stored for decades 
and these will be given to the Manning Regional Art 
Gallery for a permanent display.

Mrs Pratt or “Pixie O’Harris” as she became known 
came to Kempsey and decorated the Children’s Ward 
at Kempsey District Hospital painting beautiful murals 
on the walls. She painted pixies and fairies and rabbits 
and things that appealed to children, and the Children’s 
Ward was a really lovely place to be. I tried to find out if 
the walls had been painted over some years ago but no 
one I spoke to knew. Two of the children Pixie painted 
were modelled by Kempsey girls Catherine McNeil 
and Jennifer Quinn. They were the daughters of Dr 
Angus McNeil and Dr Bill Quinn who were in practice 
together in Kempsey at that time. Catherine is a great-
grandaughter of our Angus McNeil. The paintings were 
started on 12 April 1948 but work ceased when Mrs 
Pratt fell ill and the murals weren’t completed until 
September 1948.

In the actual interview on the ABC article of 8 September 
2018 mention was made of a method of removing layers 
of paint from the murals and conservation of them so 
if the murals are still on the walls at Kempsey District 
Hospital, they may be able to be rescued and perhaps 
cut out of the plaster (if it’s not on brick walls) and 
donated to the Manning Regional Art Gallery. I’m sure 

Following installation of new box guttering, lights 
in the shared kitchenette and display bays have been 
replaced with new LED based fittings which will be 
more effective and cheaper to run.  Kempsey Shire 
Council also organised for the louvres and windows to 
be cleaned so the Museum is looking really good after 
some years.

Donations this quarter have been the wedding dress of 
Mrs Youdale, an early bookstand, framed photographs 
of Miles Dunphy on his 1920 Myall Lakes trip, two 
oars from the flood boat used to rescue the Harvey and 
Selwyn families at Euroka during the 1949 flood, a 
drover’s pannikin, a sphygmomanometer and a 1940 
brass gong brought back from Egypt by an Australian 
soldier.

Dianne Nolan came up with the idea of binding our 
Journals into books, about fifty issues per volume, 
and having them professionally bound to keep in 
our Library. These have now been picked up by our 
bookbinder and will be available early in the New Year.

Following concerns raised by our photography 
volunteers, we engaged a consultant to overhaul our 
Photography database of over 60,000 entries. The 
consultant identified computer performance issues 
affecting out database and Judy’s computer is being 
replaced with a new iMac. The database was corrupted, 
however most records have been retrieved and missing 
ones will be restored over time.

Phil Lee

Museum Report

Research Report

Perrin brickworks, Federation Hotel South West Rocks; 
road renaming off Carri Road and cell block at West 
Kempsey.

Michael Considine from Melbourne spent a couple of 
days with us researching his Looney/Lowney family 
who had a dairy in Wide Street in the early 1900s. He 
is donating to our Museum an Irish tapestry which has 
been in the family for over 100 years. 

Caitlin asked for help in finding descendants of her 
grandfather’s uncle, Frederick George Stubbs to pass 
on some of his personal effects. He kept the Smoky 
Cape Lighthouse from 1952 to his death in 1962.  
We found a NPWS oral history publication on NSW 
lighthouse families where his daughter had been 
interviewed at South West Rocks in 2011. There was 
an entry in the current phone book for a similar name, 
resident at SWR Nursing Centre so we have passed her 
details on to Caitlin.

Dianne Nolan

Photography Report



there would be a grant to then have the walls repaired 
at the old Kempsey District Hospital’s old Children’s 
Ward. The ABC has been in touch with the family of 
Mrs Pratt and it is creating a lot of interest. We should 
chase it up.

This November report is not actually a report, it feels 
a bit like an Obituary, honouring an old friend - The 
Angus McNeil Collection.

At long last and after many years, we are on the last 
few boxes of glass negatives. We expect to complete 
the last box in the next week or so. To date I have now 
numbered 32,544 Angus McNeil images although they 
have not yet been catalogued, just numbered, boxed 
and recorded in various files.

It has been quite a journey and I am pleased I was part 
of it. Since Debbie told me we were on the last hundred 
or so, I’ve been thinking of the amazing people who 
supported me getting it to this point, which quite frankly 
I never thought I would see. We will always owe a 
debt of thanks to Ron Bourke for “saving the whole 
collection” in the first place — who didn’t know quite 
what to do with tons of glass. And to Pat Riggs, then 
editor of the Macleay Argus, who answered Ron’s call 
for help and contacted the members of the Historical 
Society who rallied to that call and took what they could 
carry or store to their homes. And Arthur and Gwen 
Gill who found room for some old tomato cases under 
their display cases in the Beranghi Museum, each box 
full of filthy, silt encrusted glass negatives.

There was no Museum in those days, the first Museum 
in Elbow Street had been demolished to make way for 
the Kempsey Civic Centre and Council Chambers. I 
joined the Museum in 1981 and we used to meet in 
the West Kempsey school at night. I used to do a lot of 
typing for the then president and we worked out of her 
home in River Street. That small band of enthusiastic 
members were busy raising funds, a dollar at a time, 
to put towards a new museum — and this is it, opened 
in 1983. It was built on street-stalls run by me and 
excursions, a dollar for the bus and a dollar for the 
museum.

Soon after, Billie Crawford joined the society and 
contacted me and asked me to if I could assist her in 
Research, I agreed and we remained a team for some 
35 years. It was around this time that the museum 
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members placed their trust in me with their precious 
collection and left it entirely in my hands as to what I 
could do with it. 

I should also thank the Mitchell Library and the State 
Library of New South Wales for not accepting any of 
the glass negatives when I took some down and almost 
pleaded with them to take them and print some. They 
weren’t interested in anything unidentified!!! We can 
find them, why couldn’t they???

In 1988 Jane Symons of the Australian Picture Library 
wrote to us about a book she was compiling and then 
returned my reply with a phone call. I invited her to 
Kempsey to see the glass negative collection and she 
came. And as they say, the rest is history. I thank Billie 
and Jane for inspiring me when I thought I was too busy 
to take on such a large collection of photographs. Jane 
remains a special friend to this day, always interested in 
the museum and what’s happening.
 
And then Pauline Lee came along and asked me 
if she could make a donation to the collection and 
miraculously it was enough for us to buy a scanner 
and a computer and a printer. And then Darrell Crilley 
began a monthly donation for years and we were on our 
way. That covered paper and inks. Incredible.

And then of course, came Debbie Reynolds “looking 
for something to do”. Famous last words. I would like 
to thank Debbie for the amazing work she has done 
since August 2001 when she scanned the first glass 
neg with a computer and scanner loaned to us by the 
Mid-North Coast Chapter of Museums: without her 
dedication they might still have been stacked in tomato 
cases covered in flood silt.

And here we are, 32,544 glass negs later thanks solely 
to Debbie. She has cleaned, scanned and bagged every 
one of them, with the same enthusiasm that has lasted 
all those years„ Thanks Deb.

And so when you look at a print from the glass negative 
collection of Angus McNeil, think of how it got here 
and how it came to be so that you could enjoy it all 
these years later.

Quite a story you will agree.

Judy Waters

From all the volunteers
of the Macleay River Historical Society

we wish you a very 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year
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Melbourne-based MRHS member Michael Considine 
recently visited the museum to undertake research 
on the LOONEY/LOWNEY/CONSIDINE families, 
many of whom lived in Kempsey West from 1880. 
Michael arrived with a surprise – a silk hand-stitched 
panel brought from Ireland by his Great Grandmother  
Margaret Josephine Considine in 1890. Following 
the death of her husband, Margaret and her 
4 children joined her parents and 7 siblings 
who lived in Short Street and Wide Street.
The panel is in beautiful condition measuring 66cm x 
55 cm in its frame and features a variety of Irish motifs 
stitched onto 4 green flags, including a wolfhound, round 
tower, Celtic cross, harp and of course, shamrocks. A 
roundel in the centre features the arms of the provinces 
and includes the words Erin Go Bragh (Ireland Forever). 
God Save Ireland is stitched at the bottom of the piece.
Michael believes that the piece was sewn by Margaret 
probably earlier than 1890. It was created from a pattern 
that appears to have been circulating in Ireland at the 
time of the Land Wars and the movement for Home 
Rule. The National Museum of Ireland has advised 

that this was typical imagery of that time. Larger 
versions were used as banners when supporters of these 
reforms marched through towns and villages and at 
demonstrations. One slightly smaller example recently 
sold at auction in Dublin for 400 Euros, almost A$700.
Michael said, “As the carer of this item for some 20 
years, like my father who looked after it for nearly 
40 years, and his father before him, almost 70 years, 
I am struck by its workmanship and the luminosity 
of the colours. I have been thinking for some time 
about its future and I believe the time is right for it to 
come back to Kempsey. Margaret lived her for some 
30 years, and her mother, surviving child and siblings 
beyond that. It is appropriate to come to the Museum.”
Michael is speaking about the panel at a show-and-
tell session at the Genealogical Society of Victoria in 
November after which he will meet with the Museum 
staff to organise a formal handover of the item.
Finally, Michael expressed his appreciation for the 
co-operation, support and advice he received during 
his visit from Phil, Dianne and all of the volunteers 
he met during the several days he was in Kempsey.

130 Year Old Silk Needlework 
From Ireland, To Return to 

Kempsey


